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Letter from the President

Dear Neighbors, 

Fall is upon us, meaning by the time 
you have read this, some of our proud 
traditions will have taken place, such 
as the Halloween Decoration Contest 
and Halloween Costume Parade, and 
even more are right around the corner --- 
Santa’s Ride and the Holiday Decoration 
Contest. These annual events continue 
because our community recognizes the 
importance of maintaining the Village’s 
traditions and emphasizes the importance 
of being more than just neighbors. 

Our community was started back in 
1947 and was specifi cally planned to be a 
cohesive neighborhood, with Loch Raven 
Elementary School as the community 
anchor, with homes starting on Aberdeen 
and the surrounding area, until branching 
out to include additional homes south, 
west, and northwest of the school. 

We have agreed to live as one community. 
We have agreed to be bound by the same 
covenants, rules, and to act together 
in the interests of the community, even 
over individual wants. Since 1947, far 
more often than not, our community has 
acted together and without regard to 
physical barrier or artifi cial lines drawn. 
Those lines may differentiate parts of 
Loch Raven Village to others, but they 
should not divide us. We should support 
efforts that unite us in as many ways as 
possible. 

Obviously, we will not agree on all issues 
at all times. However, we are 1,472 homes 
strong. If we dedicate ourselves to a goal, 
we are far more likely to get results. 
Together, we have the strength and we 
have the numbers to make a difference. 

Now, we have several long-term issues 
for which this community needs your 
help and participation. We need to make 
sure that Pleasant Plains Elementary 
School is as strong of an asset as possible 
for our children and our community. We 
need more contributors for the Crier 
and other communication outlets. Just 
as important, we all want Loch Raven 
Elementary School building and site to 
remain of benefi cial use to the Village 
for years to come. However, the building 
needs major renovations. We need a 
team of people to help with a long-term 
plan, fundraising and other efforts to 
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January/February Crier Submissions
Deadline: December 15, 2014

WHAT’S NEXT FOR 
LOCH RAVEN ELEMENTARY?

–see page 4

www.LochRavenVillage.com

FREE
Pancake Breakfast with Santa!

Join us for crafts, caroling,
 and small gifts for the children.

Saturday, December 6th
 9 – 11 a.m. at Babcock Church 

Sponsored by 
Babcock Church and the 

Associates of Loch Raven Village.
For Santa’s Ride Information

see page 3

–continued on page 3
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President’s Letter

Advice from a Pumpkin: 

Be well-rounded

Get plenty of sunshine

Give thanks for life’s bounty

Have a thick skin

Keep growing

Be outstanding in your field

Think big!

~ Ilan Shamir

While searching for a beautiful 
autumnal verse for this issue of The 
Crier, I stumbled across “Advice from a 
Pumpkin”.  It gave me a chuckle and then 
it gave me pause. Sometimes, inspiration 
comes from unexpected places.  

What does it take for a community to 
thrive? How can we as residents and 
homeowners in the Village grow, give 
thanks and find the “sunshine”?  Do our 
homes reflect a welcoming, well-tended 
“patch” in the community?  Can we be a 
ray of sunshine for a neighbor who needs 
help or offer a nod of understanding for 
someone who maybe parked in “your 
space” after a long day at work? 

Are you outstanding? - literally out - on 
the street. Helping with a community 
clean-up, or Crier Deliveries, or 
volunteering as a block captain? If not, 
are you giving thanks for those that do? 

There are reasons aplenty for people 
to decide otherwise. But imagine a 
neighborhood where, just like the 
pumpkin, we chose the sunshine and the 
thick skin, we kept growing. And we gave 
thanks for life’s bounty. 

With gratitude to everyone who 
contributes in ways big and small, LRV 
really can be “outstanding in our field” as 
a wonderful community to call home. 

Antoinette O’Donnell
President
Associates of Loch Raven Village, Inc.,
ALRVpresident@gmail.com

CONFUSED ABOUT COVENANTS? 
See pages 4-5 for helpful information!

Winter Crier Submissions
Deadline: November 18, 2023

lrvcriereditor@gmail.com
Happy fall to one and all!



ALRV MEETINGS

Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month

7:00pm, Room 102 
Loch Raven Center

1801 Glen Keith Boulevard. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President – 
Jason Garber lrvcommittee@gmail.com
Vice-President –  
Nick Linehan   443-895-1407
kiscape@aol.com
Treasurer – 
Leslea Knauff 410-823-0648
Secretary – 
Antoinette O’Donnell
Odonnell1601@hotmail.com

BOARD MEMBERS
Wade Barnes alrvmembership@gmail.com
Gary Herwig  garysherwig@hotmail.com
Bruce Knauff  410-823-0648
Sue O’Neill 410-823-8765
Gretchen Sarkin 410-828-8952
Kate Walkinshaw
snairwell@hotmail.com

COMMITTEES- It takes a Village!
Architectural Review & Covenants –
Leslea Knauff 410-823-0648
Block Captains – 
Bruce Knauff   410-823-0648 
Block Party Grants – Open
Citizens on Patrol – John Kelly
LRVillageCOP@aol.com
Community Events – 
Antoinette O’Donnell
Odonnell1601@hotmail.com
Gardens – 
Gretchen Sarkin   410-828-8952
Marketing – Open
Membership – Wade Barnes
alrvmembership@gmail.com
Planning/Zoning Development – 
Nick Linehan 443-895-1407
kiscape@aol.com
Real Estate – Leslea Knauff 410-823-0648
The Village Crier –
Editor – Mary Noy
lrvcriereditor@gmail.com
Layout – Minuteman Press
Advertising  – lrvcrierads@gmail.com
School News Reporters –
 Thea Mussman, Dawn Korzi & Tracy Barr

Website – Kate Walkinshaw 
snairwell@hotmail.com
Welcome – Sue O’Neill  410-823-8765
 
CONTACTS
Baltimore County Code Enforcement –
410-887-3375
District 5 County Councilman -
David Marks
410-887-3384 Fax 410-887-5791
Council5@baltimorecountymd.gov
District 6 County Councilwoman -
Cathy Bevins
410-887-3388 Fax 410-887-5791
Council6@baltimorecountymd.gov
Pet Locator – 
Darrell Krushensky 410-823-6330
Police – 911 or 410-887-2222
Sixth Precinct Signifi cant Event 
Information –
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/
Agencies/police/pc06/index.html
Solid Waste Management 410-887-2000
Towson Times LRV Columnist –
Sue Van Essen 410-665-2899
Towson University 
(off-campus resident complaints) – 
Ryan Kane 410-704-2057
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7:00pm, Room 102 
Loch Raven Center

1801 Glen Keith Boulevard. 

Residents are encouraged to attend, 
and to help in our ongoing work 
“to protect, maintain, and enhance 
the property values of Loch Raven 
Village homes, and the quality of life of 
Loch Raven Village residents.”

Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month, 

7 p.m., Loch Raven Center, 
1801 Glen Keith Boulevard, Room 102 

unless otherwise noted
in events calendar;

no meeting in August

Residents are encouraged to attend 
in order to help in our ongoing work 
“to protect, maintain, and enhance 
the property values of Loch Raven 
Village homes, and the quality of life 
of Loch Raven Village residents.”

THE VILLAGE CRIER

Editor / LRVCrierEditor@gmail.com
  Mary Noy  
Layout & Printing  / Strategic Factory 
Ad Space Purchase  
  LochRavenVillage.com/shop
Distribution / LoisHerty@msn.com 
  Lois Herty

LOCAL AND COUNTY CONTACTS

Baltimore County Code   
  Enforcement / 410-887-3351
District 6 County Councilman  
  Mike Ertel 
  410-887-3388 / Fax 410-887-5791  
  Council6@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov
District 6 Outreach Coordinator   
  Vrinda Pani   
  D6Outreach@BaltimoreCountyMD.gov
Police / 911 or 410-887-2222
Sixth Precinct Signifi cant Event 
  Information / baltimorecountymd. 
  gov/Agencies/police/pc06
Solid Waste Management  
  410-887-2000
Towson University / Off-campus 
  resident issues /410-704-2057

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President / ALRVpresident@gmail.com
  Antoinette O’Donnell
Vice-President / ALRVvicepresident@ 
   gmail.com / Peter Moulder
Treasurer / ALRVtreasurer@gmail.com   
  Tom Malstrom
Secretary / ALRVsecretary@gmail.com 
  OPEN
   

BOARD MEMBERS

Nicole Bailey / NLB4JB@gmail.com
Richard Brown / Brown7@comcast.net 
Gary Herwig / GarysHerwig@hotmail.com
Cindy Hunt / CndyHnt@gmail.com
Bruce Knauff / 410-823-0648
Nick Linehan   
  LochRavenVillageGreen@gmail.com
Tom Malstrom / TEMalstrom@aol.com
Peter Moulder / pmoulder49@gmail.com
Antoinette O’Donnell   
  Odonnell.LRV@outlook.com
Sue O’Neill / SueAnnOneill01@gmail.com
Kate Walkinshaw    
  Walkinwell4@gmail.com 

COMMITTEES - It takes a Village!

Architectural Review, Building 
Restrictions 
  LochRavenVillageCovenants@gmail.com
Block Captains / Lori Cullinan
  LRVBlockCaptain@gmail.com
Block Party Grants 
  Antoinette O’Donnell 
Citizens on Patrol / Richard Brown
Community Clean-up Events 
  Diane Davenport
  2DianeDavenport@gmail.com 
Events / Nicole Bailey
Facebook & IG / Antoinette O’Donnell
Gardens / Nick Linehan 
Marketing /  OPEN
Membership / Cindy Hunt 
   ALRVMembership@gmail.com
Planning/Zoning Development  
  Nick Linehan, Peter Moulder
Website / Kate Walkinshaw
Welcome, New Residents 
  Lori Cullinan 
  LRVBlockCaptain@gmail.com

ALRV MEETINGS

Meetings are held on the
second Wednesday of each month

7:00pm, Loch Raven Center
1801 Glen Keith Boulevard, Room 102

unless otherwise noted on Facebook; 
NO August meeting

Residents are encouraged to attend, 
and to help in our ongoing work 

“to protect, maintain, and enhance 
the property values of Loch Raven 

Village homes, and the quality of life 
of Loch Raven Village residents.”



HOLIDAY DECORATING 
CONTEST
It’s time once again for the annual 
Loch Raven Village Holiday Decorating 
contest sponsored by the Associates 
of Loch Raven Village. This year we 
are excited to announce that, with the 
support of the Knettishall Community 
Association, Knettishall residents are 
also invited to participate! Residents 
are invited and encouraged to decorate 
and light up the exterior of their homes 
and help transform our neighborhood 
into a Winter Wonderland! Judges will 
be making their way around the Village 
in late December to decide which homes 
are prize-worthy. Whether your style is 
homespun or electric sparkle, join in the 
fun and spirit of the holidays. 

The judging date will be posted on the 
Loch Raven Village Facebook page at 
facebook.com/LochRavenVillage.
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ensure that LRES continues to serve our 
community for many years to come (See 
story on page 4). 

These are matters that we, as a whole, 
can rally behind and accomplish. It 
is up to us to take this community to 
where we want it to be. I ask that you 
please get involved, as, together, we can 
achieve much more. Together, we are one 
community. Together, we are Loch Raven 
Village.  

As always, if you have any questions 
or comments, please contact me at 
lrvcommittee@gmail.com. 
Respectfully yours, 

Jason S. Garber

–continued from page 1

SANTA’S RIDE
Mark your calendar for the evening of Saturday, December 13th so you can catch a 
glimpse of Santa! The Providence Volunteer Fire Company will escort our jolly friend 
on a ride throughout  the neighborhood, stopping along the way to greet neighbors, 
friends, children, and pets. Bring your cameras and smiles and watch for Santa at 
the following locations!

Stop One 5 p.m. 
Drumwood & Dellsway

Stop Two 5:20 p.m. 
Cottage Lane (1500 block)

Stop Three 5:40 p.m. 
Pleasant Plains Elem. School

Stop Four 6 p.m. 
Myamby Road

Stop Five 6:20 p.m. 
Feldbrook & Kirkwall Ct.

Stop Six 6:40 p.m. 
Loch Raven Elem. School

Stop Seven 7 p.m. 
Kennoway near Edgewood Rd.

Stop Eight 7:20 p.m. 
Glen Ridge & Loch Shiel

All times are approximate! 

Pleasant Plains Elementary School
PPES has received a new designation 
as a Baltimore County Community 
School. This initiative involves the 
creation of a new position among school 
staff called the  Community School 
Facilitator. PPES is fortunate to have 
Ms. Lisa Norton in this new position. Ms. 
Norton has been a staff member at the 
school in past years and is excited to be 
back with the school and community to 
work with this innovative program. Per 
Ms. Norton, “The Community Schools 
Initiative exists to ensure equitable 
resources and supports which create 
the conditions for success for students, 
families, communities, and staff, alike. 
This is achieved through shared vision 
and leadership, diverse partnerships 
and a collaborative approach. Pleasant 
Plains Elementary will serve as a hub 
that brings families, communities, and 
partners together to support the whole 
child and remove barriers to learning.” 

There are currently 56 Community 
Schools in Baltimore County. The 

SCHOOL NEWS
program’s goals and commitments 
include equity and inclusion, safe and 
supportive learning environments, 
family and community engagement, 
health and social supports, and college 
and career readiness education. If you 
are interested in learning more about 
Community Schools, visit the Coalition 
for Community Schools athttps://www.
communityschools.org/. You can also 
reach out directly to Lisa Norton at 
LNorton@bcps.org.

Annual Event
The Student Support Network invites 
you to their annual fundraising event 
A Night for the Network – Library 
Edition on Friday, October 20th.  It 
will be a fun evening of dining, drinks, 
and celebration at the Grand Lodge of 
Maryland in Cockeysville starting at 6:30 
p.m. Proceeds from this event will get 
basic necessities (including books) into 
the hands of Baltimore County Public 
School students, where and when they 
need them. 

The Student Support Network currently 
comprises 20 schools, with many schools 
on the waiting list.  In each member 
school, we operate a Room of Support, 
which contains school supplies, clean 
clothing and Phys. Ed. uniforms, winter 
outerwear, backpacks, non-perishable 
food and fresh produce, personal care 
products, and more. Rooms of Support 
are operated by volunteers who stock 
and organize the room for students, and 
partner with school counselors, social 
workers, teachers, and administrators to 
identify and fulfill student needs. All of 
this great work and assistance requires 
funding from generous community 
members. For information about how 
to donate or buy tickets for the Night 
for the Network, visit their website at 
StudentSupportNetwork.org.



More than your Quick Printer.typical
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What Will the Future Hold for 
Loch Raven Elementary?
By Jason Garber

In 1947, Loch Raven Elementary School 
opened. For the next 35 years, it served 
as the anchor of our community. Because 
of the decreased enrollment throughout 
the county, the school was closed in 1983. 
Since that time, however, the school 
building and site have continued to 
serve our community in many ways. In 
2008, the building and site were made 
historic landmarks in recognition of the 
architectural and historic signifi cance to 
Baltimore County. 

Prior to the Baltimore County Public 
School’s plan to reactivate and renovate 
LRES, community efforts were underway 
to preserve and restore LRES. A 2002 
report done for the Associates of Loch 
Raven Village estimated that the costs 
for renovation would be $4.1 million. 
In 2007, the county commissioned a 
study and the costs estimate for 2009 
renovations amounted to $10 million. 
Since both studies were completed, the 
building and site were given historic 
landmark status, which may increase the 
costs for renovation. 

If the LRES building is allowed to fall 
into further disrepair, at some point it 
will no longer be able to be occupied and 
will be demolished. In that event, our 
community will suffer not only a loss of 
the planned anchor of our community, 
but the site is likely to lose its historic 
landmark status, opening the door for the 
property to be sold off and redeveloped. 
We must act today to prevent this from 
happening. 

The efforts that began before the BCPS 
project have been reignited, but now with 
greater urgency. We need your help to 
make sure that the LRES building and site 

 –continued on page 5

can be preserved and restored and saved 
from demolition and redevelopment. 

Due to the substantial costs for renovation, 
we will need to investigate joint uses 
for the building in order to attract the 
major investment needed. We will need 
some capital project or other private-
public partnership to make sure that the 
building survives and thrives. We will 
need to be creative and open-minded to 
the possibilities that may help us save 
the building and site. Some suggestions I 
have heard include an arts center, a Pre-
K program, a specialized senior center, 
and a government complex to be joined 
with the library. 

As part of this effort to preserve and 
restore LRES, I propose that we look 
into having a 70th year Anniversary 
to celebrate and honor the importance 
of the building and site to Loch Raven 

LRV HOMES - Beauty In Uniformity.

LOOKIN’ GOOD!

OOPS - COVENANT PROBLEMS: 
(SEE CLUES ON THE RIGHT)

A) Six on top, six on the bottom. 
If your replacement windows are missing  
the “grids”, snap-ins should be added.

B) Don’t confuse Santa! Black or dark  
gray roofing is the way to go to stay “on top”  
of covenant requirements.

C) Put it on the back. While satellite  
dishes are allowed - it’s best to place it to the 
back of the house to maintain curb-appeal.

D) Color us impressed! White or black is 
preferred, however ALRV also has several 
approved colors to choose from. Each door 
should be one, solid color.

E) “Lean on” the original design when 
it comes to railings. Black iron or black 
aluminum in the original design and 
thicknesses are required. 

F) For a flawless entrance, concrete is  
the only material of choice for LRV front 
porches and steps.

G) Of all the colors and styles, black 
louvered is the only choice for LRV shutters.

H) If you need more room to roam, 
create plans to add onto the back. 
Adding off the front or side is not allowed 
within our covenants. 

www.LochRavenVillage.com

ALRV encourages investment in our LRV homes! Just remember 
that exterior updates must be in accordance with the conformity and 
harmony of the original architectural plans, and that COVENANTS 
govern exterior updates. 

CHECK OUT these Covenant 
clues matched to the “Don’ts” 
illustration on the bottom of 
the page.

BE IN THE KNOW before you 
invest. Guidelines booklets are 
available (paper and digital) in our 
SHOP at LochRavenVillage.com - 
order or view online.

A

B

E

C

D

F

G

D
D

H



SCHOOL NEWS

Pleasant Plains Elementary
American Education Week  
 November 17 – 21
“Parents and Pastries” breakfast   
 November 18  8 a.m.
Math and Reading Curriculum Night   
 November 20  5 p.m.
Parent/Community Involvement 
Committee meetings:
 November 24 5 p.m.
 December 22  3:30 p.m.
 January 8  6:30 p.m.  
Winter Choral and Band Concert    
 December 10  7:00 p.m. 
Family “Movement” Night     
 December 17 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
STEM Fair Night for 4th & 5th graders   
 January 27

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Open House   
 November 13  9 a.m. – noon
“Minus Minors” Bingo   
 November 15   6 p.m.
Middle School Open House   
 November 20  6:30 p.m.
Breakfast with Santa   
 December 6   8 a.m. – noon  
(Call for ticket information at 410-668-8466).

Loch Raven High School
The theater department presents 
“Madame’s Been Murdered, Tea Will Be 
Late.”  November 21 and 22 at 7:00 p.m.  
$5.00 for students and $10 for adults.

Calvert Hall
The theater department 
presents “The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling 
Bee.”  November 13, 14, 
and 15 at 7 p.m. and 
November 16 at 2 p.m.  
Tickets are students $12 
and seniors  $8.00.
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–continued from page 4

Village. At the same time, the proposed 
Anniversary will attract attention to 
the needs of the building, raise interest 
in preservation and restoration efforts, 
identify its availability for the right 
project, and relatedly, fundraising for 
such efforts. 

To have this Anniversary and to advance 
and enhance the efforts to preserve and 
restore LRES, we need your help. The 
projects are too big for a handful of people 
to pull together. The efforts will not be as 
successful without more volunteers. It 
will take the community. It will take the 
Village. 

Please contact me at lrvcommittee@gmail.
com to express your interest or if you have 
any questions.  

Learning at Babcock (LAB)
Elementary school age children are 
invited to participate in a weekly program 
of Christian education and academic 
support from 8:30 a.m. until noon on 
Sunday mornings.

Learning at Babcock (LAB) will begin 
Sunday, September 21, and run through 
Sunday, December 14, and is open to 
residents in the Loch Raven area. You 
need not be a member of Babcock Church 
to participate.

LAB is a free program that will offer:
•Breakfast and lunch
•Fellowship
•Games and activities
•Homework and quiet time

If you have questions or would like your 
child to attend this program, please email 
Jenn Pearson at jjjatpearson@gmail.com.
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C) Put it on the back. While satellite  
dishes are allowed - it’s best to place it to the 
back of the house to maintain curb-appeal.
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preferred, however ALRV also has several 
approved colors to choose from. Each door 
should be one, solid color.
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aluminum in the original design and 
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8102 Loch Raven Blvd 
Towson MD 21286 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

The State of Maryland has issued  
a Proclamation  

in recognition of  the Crackpot’s 
35th Anniversary! 

 

Just featured on “Best in Chow!” 
 

December 18 at Noon! 
  VA Rehab Center patient luncheon! 
All are invited to attend & thank our 

Disabled Vets! 
 

  www.crackpotrestaurant.com 
 

The Crackpot Restaurant  
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Coldwell Banker markets your home 
 on 725+  local, national, & global websites! 

 

My free staging analysis sets your home apart 
—to attract more buyers on-line & in person!  

 

Leslea S. Knauff, Realtor® 
 

Your  Resident Loch Raven Village Expert!   
 

My Services Are Guaranteed in Writing! 
 

Accredited Staging Professional® 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                              

410-627-2441 (cell) 
410-252-2111 (office) 

22 W. Padonia Road– Suite A100 
Timonium MD  21093 

 

Not intended to solicit currently listed property.   
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. 

STAGED! 

BEFORE! 

The Tim Hodgin Home Selling Team 
of Keller Williams Realty Baltimore 
(o) 410-342-4444 (c) 443-745-2734  
TimHodgin@kw.com  TimHodgin.com 

“Tim sold my home on Dellsway Rd. 
this April 2014, for $226,000, which 
was $1,000 over my asking price. His 
home marketing is superior to other 
Realtors.” - Alex Lynch 

“We used Tim Hodgin’s guarantee 
program to sell our home & he sold 
it. The level of attention and service 
was so high, we felt like we were his 
only client.” - The Damareck Family 

* 

*conditions apply. Seller & Tim must agree upon time of possession & price. 

Here’s How it Works:  
 

1. You receive my upfront guaranteed price in writing that I will   
    sell your present home, before you move to your next home. 
 

2. If your home doesn’t sell by the end of the marketing term,  
    I will buy it for no less than 95% of the market value. 
 

3. If you receive an offer that is higher than the guaranteed     
    price from an outside buyer, you get the higher offer, not me. 

www.YourHomeSoldGuaranteed.net 

To discuss the Guaranteed Sale of your home, 
call or get a FREE report that details the inner 

workings of this Guarantee, by visiting: 

ALRV BOARD MEETINGS
October 11
November 8
Meetings are held at the Loch Raven 
Center at 7:00 p.m. on the second 
Wednesday of each month. Contact 
ALRVPresdident@gmail.com for 
information.

LOCH RAVEN LIBRARY EVENTS
Family & Friends Story Time - 
Infant, Toddler, Preschool Ages. Develop 
language and early literacy skills 
together through stories, songs, rhymes 
and movement. Designed for children who 
range from newly mobile and active to 
learning to sit for short periods; siblings 
and all abilities welcome. 
Wednesdays 2-2:30 p.m. 

Women in Engineering Panel - Adult 
& Teen. Join us as we speak with five 
professional women engineers in a panel 
discussion. The panel will highlight 
discussions on engineering, including 
culture and job requirements, and a will 
include topics related to the future of 
engineering, and ways in which we can 
increase the number of female engineers 
in the field. This panel will take place at 
Loch Raven Technical Academy: 8101 
LaSalle Road, Towson MD 21286. 
Oct 11, 4:30 p.m.

The Floor Is Lava STEM Challenge 
- Elementary. The floor is lava! Using 
the materials provided, kids will work 
together to create structures to save small 
toys from the lava.
Oct 20, 2:00 p.m.

Lawyers in the Library Adult. 
Maryland Legal Aid lawyers are on 
hand to offer free legal advice for eligible 
individuals. Please bring all relevant 
documents. Assistance is offered on a 
first-come, first-served basis to those 
eligible. For more information about 
Maryland Legal Aid and eligibility 
requirements, visit mdlab.org. 
Oct 25, 3:30-5:30 p.m.

Indie Author Day: Using Family 
History in Your Writing
Adult. Baltimore author and poet Carole 
Boston Weatherford explores mining 
your family history to tell stories that 
are unique to your experience. Join the 
author for a presentation on writing 
techniques for any intended audience. 
Books sales and signings to follow the 
presentation.
Nov 13, 6:30 p.m.

Events Calendar October  — November
Baltimore Museum of Industry Presents: 
Design It – Balls and Tracks 
Elementary. Young engineers work 
together to build and test model roller 
coasters as they learn the basics of 
experimentation, observation and design. 
Space is limited; first come, first served. 
Nov 25, 2:00 p.m.

CROMWELL PARK EVENTS

Colorful Trees Hike -– Ages 5+. Reds, 
yellows, and oranges ~ the colors of 
autumn! Join us for a hike to learn about 
your favorite leaves then make a leaf earth 
window craft with the prettiest leaves you 
can find!
$2 members/$4 non-members
Sunday, October 8 at 1:00 p.m.- 2:00 p.m.

Senior Stroll – Ages 55+. Walking in 
nature provides benefits to both the mind 
and body. Enjoy a relaxing stroll with one 
of our Naturalists along some of Cromwell 
Valley’s less strenuous trails. FREE! 
Registration required.
Willow Grove Farm Gravel Parking Lot. 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED FOR THIS 
EVENT.
Wednesdays, Starting September 6, 13, 27; 
October 4, 11, 18, 25 at 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m.

Polliwogs! – Ages 2 to 5 with Adult. In 
this class, you and your little one will 
explore the natural world through hands-
on activities, nature play, stories and 
crafts. Non-mobile siblings only, parent/
guardian must be an active participant. 
This program will be held outdoors! Dress 
for the weather. $60 members /$80 non-
members for 6 sessions. Register for ONE 
series only.
Registration for this program is available 
ONLY through our on-line system.
PARENTS MUST ATTEND PROGRAM 
WITH THEIR CHILD, BUT DO NOT 
NEED TO REGISTER.
Wednesdays, September 13 to October 18 
at 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

VISIT THESE SITES FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ABOUT LOCAL 
EVENTS.
Loch Raven Library – www.bcplonline.org  
Cromwell Valley Park -- https://
cromwellvalleypark.org/event_calendar 
Hampton Mansion National Historic Site -- 
https://www.nps.gov/hamp/index.htm 

HOLIDAY DECORATING 
CONTEST
It’s time once again for the annual 
Loch Raven Village Holiday Decorating 
contest sponsored by the Associates 
of Loch Raven Village. This year we 
are excited to announce that, with the 
support of the Knettishall Community 
Association, Knettishall residents are 
also invited to participate! Residents 
are invited and encouraged to decorate 
and light up the exterior of their homes 
and help transform our neighborhood 
into a Winter Wonderland! Judges will 
be making their way around the Village 
in late December to decide which homes 
are prize-worthy. Whether your style is 
homespun or electric sparkle, join in the 
fun and spirit of the holidays. 

The judging date will be posted on the 
Loch Raven Village Facebook page at 
facebook.com/LochRavenVillage.
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ensure that LRES continues to serve our 
community for many years to come (See 
story on page 4). 

These are matters that we, as a whole, 
can rally behind and accomplish. It 
is up to us to take this community to 
where we want it to be. I ask that you 
please get involved, as, together, we can 
achieve much more. Together, we are one 
community. Together, we are Loch Raven 
Village.  

As always, if you have any questions 
or comments, please contact me at 
lrvcommittee@gmail.com. 
Respectfully yours, 

Jason S. Garber

–continued from page 1

SANTA’S RIDE
Mark your calendar for the evening of Saturday, December 13th so you can catch a 
glimpse of Santa! The Providence Volunteer Fire Company will escort our jolly friend 
on a ride throughout  the neighborhood, stopping along the way to greet neighbors, 
friends, children, and pets. Bring your cameras and smiles and watch for Santa at 
the following locations!

Stop One 5 p.m. 
Drumwood & Dellsway

Stop Two 5:20 p.m. 
Cottage Lane (1500 block)

Stop Three 5:40 p.m. 
Pleasant Plains Elem. School

Stop Four 6 p.m. 
Myamby Road

Stop Five 6:20 p.m. 
Feldbrook & Kirkwall Ct.

Stop Six 6:40 p.m. 
Loch Raven Elem. School

Stop Seven 7 p.m. 
Kennoway near Edgewood Rd.

Stop Eight 7:20 p.m. 
Glen Ridge & Loch Shiel

All times are approximate! 
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Alycia & David Van Horn of Drumwood 
Rd. welcomed new daughter Allison 
Janae on July 8. Allison weighed in at 
6lbs12oz. Big brother Adam thinks his 
new sister is pretty great. 

Kyra O’Donnell of Feldbrook Rd. was 
accepted into the Baltimore Symphony 
Youth Orchestra. Way to go Kyra!

Also celebrating October birthdays were 
Dara Hicks of Kirkwall Ct. on October 
18, Kara Mussman of Kirkwall Ct. on 
October 3, and Flynn Walkinshaw of 
Feldbrook Rd. on October 8th. Flynn’s 
sister Jane celebrates a birthday on 
November 21. Also celebrating a birthday 
on November 26 is Lori Cullinan of 
Feldbrook Rd.

Share your news with the Village Crier – welcome a new neighbor, wish someone a happy 
birthday, announce the birth of a child! Over the Fence is your opportunity to tell others 
what is going on in your part of the Village. Email lrvcriereditor@gmail.com.

Happy 60th Birthday to Gary Smith 
on November 5th and Christian Smith 
turns 20 on Dec. 9th, both of Pleasant 
Plains Rd. And we remember our son and 
brother James Smith who would have 
turned 23 on Nov. 11th.

Congratulations to Dan and Dara 
Hicks of Kirkwall Ct. on the marriage 
of their daughter Rachel. The wedding 
of Rachel Hicks and Rob Savarese took 
place on October 17th at the Hunt Valley 
Golf Club.

Belated birthday wishes to Pleasant 
Plains Road residents Zach Brown, 
October 7, Renee Brown, October 11, 
and Emma O’Connell who turned a big 
5 on October 24. Emma’s brother Kaiden 
O’Connell turns 4 on Dec. 28.

Thoughts on Thanksgiving from humorist Garrison Keillor
“...And that’s the challenge of Thanksgiving — to gather among our kin who 
know us a little too well and have an amiable occasion enjoyed equally by all, at 
which nobody is stabbed through the heart with a carving knife...It is the dinner 
of all dinners, generous and comforting and completely predictable, and a true 
test of civility, and we do it in gratitude for the simple goodness of life. ”

Over The Fence
Marcia Smith of Pleasant Plains Rd. has 
birthday wishes to share: Happy birthday 
to friends and neighbors Renee Brown of 
Pleasant Plains Road on October 11th and 
her son Zach on October 7th. Also, happy 
birthday to my husband Gary Smith on 
November 5th and remembering our 
son James who would have turned 32 on 
November 11th.

Holiday Decorating Contest
The ALRV reminds you to start planning 
for our annual Holiday Decorating 
Contest in December. Get those lights 
untangled and reindeer out of the attic! 
It’s always fun to see the neighborhood lit 
up and festive. Thanks in advance for all 
you do to make LRV shine!
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SERVICE ADS

TJ’s LAWN AND LANDSCAPE Prompt, 
courteous and local service. Lawns cut 
with or without bagging. Shrubs and 
hedges removed. Garden care including 
clean-out, weeding and mulching. Yard 
and leaf clean-up. Complete outdoor 
services including light hauling. Call 
Terry, 443-275-2853.

Thanks for the Memories
This summer the Associates of Loch 
Raven Village and Babcock Church 
hosted a series of “movies on the lawn”on 
Friday evenings for the enjoyment of 
the entire community. Families spent 
quality time together watching such 
gems as “Enchanted” and “The LEGO 
movie”  under the stars during some of 
our unusually lovely and cool summer 
evenings. We’d like to thank those who 
devoted their time to making these 
events happen. Pastor Harry Cahill, Win 
Boyer, Cathy Lawson, James Haynes, 
Josh Cooper, and the Pearson family 
from Babcock Church, and Antoinette 
O’Donnell from the ALRV – thank you for 
your time and efforts!

Dear neighbors,

After three years of working tirelessly 
on The Village Crier, Kristin Mears has 
decided to step down from her position 
as Editor. On behalf of the Board and 
our community, I’d like to thank Kristin 
for the dedication and expertise she 
brought to every edition. Kristin spent 
countless hours ensuring that every 
Crier publication was informative, fun 
and relevant to our Village community. If 
you’ve ever been challenged by the “Canine 
Mystery” feature or proudly shared your 
“over the fence” news in the Crier, Kristin 
is the one to thank! We appreciate the 
time and talent that Kristin has brought 
to The Village Crier and hope that she’ll 
now have an opportunity to sit back, relax 
and enjoy the Crier as she reads it for the 
fi rst time on delivery day!

Sincerely,
Jason Garber

TO PLACE AN AD:
Submit your ad via email (pdf) to 

lrvcrierads@gmail.com. 
Send a printed copy with payment to: 

The Village Crier 
P.O. Box 9721

Baltimore, MD 21284. 
No ads will be taken by phone.

RATES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
Classifi ed ads:

$5.00 per 25 words, 50 word max. 
Professional Service ads: 
$25.00 per ad,  50 word max. 
Display ads: $55.00 per ad. 

NOTE: The Crier has limited availability! 
All Ads must be paid 

in advance of publication. 
Make checks payable to: 

Associates of Loch Raven Village, Inc.

ADVERTISE WITH US! 
Purchase your ad space  
on the NEW LRV website: 

LochRavenVillage.com > SHOP > Village 
Crier Ad Space > Choose your ad type > 

Pay with Credit Card or PayPal

Submit your ad:  
Send a PDF for Display ads, or ad  
copy in the body of your email for  

Classified and Professional Service Ads to: 
LRVcriereditor@gmail.com

RATES:  
Classified Ad - $5.00 per  
25 words, 50 word max.  

Professional Service Ad -  
$25.00 per ad, 50 word max.  

Display Ad - $75.00  
Note - limited Display Ad spaces per issue!

Ads run in the next issue (quarterly/ 
seasonally) once paid and received by  
the editor. If your ad is time-sensitive, 

please contact the Crier editor for  
more information.

cLASSIFIED ADS
JRL Landscaping & Lawn Service – 
Owner: Jose Lemus, 443-587-8332. Lawn 
cutting services starting @ $35-UP. Also 
Plantings, Bush trimming, Mulching & 
Tree cutting…please inquire for pricing.

Block captain Update
Thanks to Thea Mussman of Kirkwall Ct. 
for volunteering to be the new Kirkwall 
Ct. block captain! To see a list of block 
captains and a description of how block 
captains help our neighborhood, visit our 
website at LochRavenVillage.com and 
click on the Contacts heading. 

If you wish to contact our block captains 
coordinator, email Lori Cullinan at 
LRVblockcaptain@gmail.com. We are 
currently seeking block captains for the 
following streets: Doxbury, Greenway, 
Loch Ness, Loch Raven (west), and Putty 
Hill (west).

holiday Decorating contest
The annual ALRV decorating contest 
for the holidays is coming soon! If you 
haven’t already done your decorating, 
there is still some time before judges 
come around the neighborhood and 
narrow down the wonderfully decorated 
homes to two winners on December 17th.

Prizes will be delivered a bit later in the 
month. It is always such a pleasure to see 
LRV decked out with lights and greenery. 
Thank you to those who add sparkle to the 
holiday season with outdoor decorations 
to add to our cheer! (Only dues paying 
members of the ALRV will be considered 
for prizes. There is still time to pay dues! 
See our website at LochRavenVillage.
com for details.) Your annual dues to the 
ALRV make this event possible.

The Tim Hodgin Home Selling Team  
of Keller Williams Legacy 
(o) 443-660-9229 (c) 443-745-2734  
TimHodgin@kw.com  TimHodgin.com 

“Tim sold our home on Pleasant 
Plains Rd. for 98% of the asking 
price & using one of his Guaranteed 
Home Sale programs.”  
- The O’Donnell Family 

“We used Tim Hodgin’s Guarantee 
Program to sell our home & he sold 
it. The level of attention and service 
was so high, we felt like we were his 
only client.” - The Damareck Family 

* 

*conditions apply. Seller & Tim must agree upon time of possession & price. 

 

www.YourHomeSoldGuaranteed.net 

To discuss the Guaranteed Sale of your home, call me, or 
get a FREE report that explains this Guarantee at: 

Average Sold Price in Loch Raven Village 2022 
$274,440 (when listed & sold by all Realtors) 
$305,000 (when listed & sold by Tim Hodgin) 
 

Days on the Market of Sold Homes - 2022 
13 Days (when listed & sold by all Realtors) 
11 Days (when listed & sold by Tim Hodgin) 



Roger Smith grew up in Loch Raven 
Village and was recently back in the area 
on a visit from his home in Oklahoma. He 
has been doing research on the history of 
the Loch Raven Village area and came to 
the ALRV room in the Loch Raven Center 
to peruse the old articles and newspaper 
clippings in our unofficial archives. 
It turned out to be quite a trip down 
memory lane since Mr. Smith had been a 
first-grade pupil in the same room when 
the building was Loch Raven Elementary 
School. Mr. Smith smiled and said, “I 
learned to read in this very corner.”
 
Among the interesting bits of information 
he shared was the fact that much of the 
property near the site of Pleasant Plains 
Elementary School was a farm called 
Pleasant Plains. There was a small lake 
on the property in the area of the school 
which the owners would utilize in the 
winter for cutting blocks of ice. 

Closing Cost Program
Did you know that Baltimore County 
can assist with the costs of purchasing a 
home? 

The Settlement Expense Loan Program 
(SELP) provides assistance to low and 
moderate income, first-time homebuyers. 
The County can lend up to $10,000 to 
income-eligible purchasers to help pay 
closing costs required in the purchase of 
an existing home within the designated 
Community Conservation Areas of 
Baltimore County.

Assistance from SELP is in the form of 
a deferred loan that is forgivable if the 
homeowner occupies the property as 
their principal residence during the 
period of affordability as required by the 
HOME Investment Partnerships Act 
regulations. The period of affordability is 
15 years.

For more information about the 
SELP program visit https://www.
baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/
housing/housing-opportunities/. 

Please Note…
There will be no open ALRV meeting in 
December. We look forward to seeing 
you at the following meeting on January 
10th!

Remember to keep your porch 
lights on through the night. It’s 
our first line of defense against 
mischief, and looks pretty too! 
Shine bright LRV! 


